• Story Behind ‘French Connection ( 

• The real story behind “The French Connection”— the e 

slightly/ fictionalized film account of the smashing of - a 
heroin-smuggling ring— goes -back; to 1962. v | 

The leader of the ring was a tail, dapper Frenchman., z 
named Jean Jehan, who was known to his American t 
connections (who could not pronounce his name) as “the J 
Giant.” ' j 

Through his underlings, Jehan persuaded a French ! 
television performer named Jacques Angelvin to smuggle ’ 
97 pounds of heroin into New York, concealed in his 1960; 
Buick, which arrived here aboard the liner United States' ' 

. on Jan. 10. ; . . , • 

The Ne w York Police ...Department had for some time 
been watching the intended American recipients of the 
cache, Anthony Fuca and his brother Pasquale. A tapped 
telephone call from- Jehan to the Fucas reportedly put 
Detective Edward Egan and his colleagues on the trail of 
“Frog One,” as the Jehan came to be known. ' * 

The film dramatizes the flamboyant side of the story, 
which in real life ended with two rather routine seizues, 
on, Jan. .18 and Feb.,. 24, in Brooklyn and the Bronx. The- 
first seizure was about 24 pounds; the second— from whichr " 

, the missing 57 pounds came — was .73 pounds. 

The Fuca , brothers were sentenced to 7 to 15 years, 
and 5 to 11 years in prison, Angelvin to 3 to 6 years, a'.' ** 
Corsican conspirator named Francois Paul Scaglia to 11 to 
22 years, and a longshoreman named Nicholas Trovato to 
2 l /i to 5 years after their convictions in the case. 

But "Jehan fled to Montreal and then to Paris, 
reportedly with $500,000 from the Fucas. According toM 
Robin Moore, who wrote the book upon which ^he film;., i 
was based* the French in 1967 apprehended Jehah, 1 who * 
was then in his mid-70's, but decjin^d t<v extradite him i 
because of. his age. ' • \A4 "... % v J 

According to the Bureau of Narcoitcs and Dangerous : 2 
Drugs, Jehan has since died. ' r 


